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Figure 3. 

 
 

Food assistance during Covid-19 

The labor force data suggest that thousands of people within Atlantic County are not 

receiving income and could in turn have trouble providing their families with food, even more so 

than the Hughes Center poll showed earlier this year in March. According to that poll, even 

before Atlantic County unemployment skyrocketed, many residents were 
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May is compared, data showed that 2,394 more people were receiving SNAP benefits in 2020 

than in 2019 (an 8% increase). These numbers are reflected in Figure 4 below. 

 
Figure 4. 

  

Whereas
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is expressed in Figure 5 below. It shows a consistent increase during pandemic months of SNAP 

allotment with a noticeable year-over-year increase of nearly $500,000 in the month of May. 

Figure 5. 

We can also look at welfare benefits, such as General Assistance (GA), to see how 

Atlantic County residents may be food insecure. The money GA provides to individuals can be 

used for rent, mortgage payments, utility payments, and transportation, among many other 

essential living expenses. Figure �� and �� below show the number of GA cases and the total GA

expenditures in Atlantic County for 2019 and 2020.  Both cases and expenditures increased 

during the pandemic months, unlike in 2019 when there was a slight decline over this same time 

period.  In June 2020, there was a 30% increase in cases and a 60% increase in expenditures 

from June 2019.  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) is another form of cash 

assistance issued to families for income assistance, childcare, and transportation, among other 

needs. However, the total Atlantic County provided for TANF also included payments for an 

additional program, Home Energy Assistance, which are issued yearly and did not reflect current 

financial hardships to allow for an accurate comparison across years. 

$3.10

$3.30

$3.50

$3.70

$3.90

$4.10

Jan Feb Mar Apr May

Allotment 
in Millions

Atlantic County SNAP Allotment
2019-2020 Comparison

2019 2020

Source: Atlantic



COVID-19 IMPACT ON FOOD SECURITY   8 

Figure 6. 

 

Figure 7. 

 

The increases in SNAP and cash assistance expenditures to address the rising need 

among residents occurred throughout all of New Jersey.  Atlantic County ranked 8th in the state 

in terms of highest SNAP expenditures for the period of March to July 2020. However, despite 

having the highest unemployment rate in the state, this increase represented the 18th highest year-

over-year increase in expenditures over this period from the same period in 2019. At 65%, it 

ranked behind nearby Camden County which saw a 69% jump, for instance, despite Camden 

having less than half the unemployment.  A comparison of expenditures for cash assistance 

across the state demonstrates similar findings with Atlantic ranking 15th in the state for year-
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over-year change from 2019. Figure 9 and Figure 10 below show the year-over-year increase in 

expenditures for SNAP and cash assistance for South Jersey counties.   

Figure 8. 
South �:���Œ�•���Ç�����}�µ�v�š�]���•�[���z�����Œ-Over-Year Change in Total SNAP Expenditures for March-July: 

 Mar-Jul, 2019 Mar-Jul, 2020 
Percent 
Change: 

Unemployment rate 
as of June 2020: 

Statewide Total $388,127,081.22   $653,092,779.72  68% 16.6% 
Atlantic $18,331,751.54   $30,222,664.13  65% 34.3% 

  




















